
 

 

Minutes of the Vestry Meeting on September 15, 2019 
St. Mary's Episcopal Church, Lampasas TX 

 
Members Present: Bill Fowler, Bill Adams, Paul Wilborn, Mary Black Davis, Mary Casbeer, Bunny 

Johnson, Jan Sewall, Mary Raring-Hart 
 
Members Absent:  Betty Lindsey-Maxey, David Harshaw, Mike Watson 
 
Rev. Fowler opened the meeting at 9:06 with prayer. 
 
Paul Wilborn moved approval of the August 18, 2019 meeting minutes, Mary Black Davis seconded 
and the vestry unanimously approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report  
Bunny reviewed the most recent financial statement and noted that the parish has sufficient funds to 
meet expenses. Paul Wilborn moved to accept the balance sheet reports for August 30, July 31, June 
30, May 31 and April 30. Mary Casbeer seconded this motion and the vestry unanimously approved. 
 
Bill Adams informed Vestry that a San Saba CPA Kevin Shahan (http://kevinshahan.com/) audit will 
be conducted at the end of September, 2019.  This outside audit falls under the “best practices” policy 
recommended by the diocese.  This CPA firm is very familiar with Episcopal church financial 
statements and has experience providing similar services to another Episcopal church in Marble 
Falls.  The estimated cost for this audit of $2,400.00.  Parishioners will cover the cost.   
 
Priest’s Report  
Rev. Bill updated the vestry on the “teaching breakfast” developments.  He has spoken to several 
individuals about preparing and cooking breakfast each Sunday at 9am and then and cleaning up 
following the meal.  Rev. Bill reported John Cole had suggested that the individual be paid $80 per 
Sunday.  The Vestry agreed that this amount seemed fair, but given the fact that no one had yet been 
chosen, decided to table all motions regarding payment at this time. 
 
Rev. Bill updated the Vestry on the music played at the 10am service.  The Episcopal Church 
provides resources to match hymns with the lessons for the day and within the suggestions provided 
we are making our selections.  Rev. Bill meets with Don Pederson and several parishioners to review 
and finalize each week’s music selections.  A general discussion followed this news, no formal 
decision needed or suggested.  
 
Old Business 
St. Mary’s Community Outreach Program supports the Lampasas Mission.  A mission representative 
will continue to update and share a monthly “needs” list with St. Mary’s office. This list is currently 
publicized in the St. Mary’s weekly bulletin.  Bill Adams asked to be included in the monthly emails 
listing needed supplies.  Parishioners are encouraged to bring listed items to church; these gifts will 
be brought forth to the altar during the benediction at the end of each month.  Good contacts for this 
important community program include: Mary Black Davis, Deacon Milly Williams, and the Altar Guild.  
 
St. Mary’s will not maintain a booth at the  “Squared Silly” event this October.   
 
ECW has not communicated news regarding a Taco Luncheon this fall with anyone on Vestry.   
 



 

 

New Business 
No new business was discussed. 
 
Junior Warden’s Report 
Paul WIlborn reported that Brainerd Irrigation has inspected and made repairs to the church sprinkler 
system including adjusting spray direction away from all mortar or brick.  The cost for this service was 
$525 which has been paid.   
 
Paul Wilborn also reported that Ron Ischy has completed all work associated with repairing mortar 
and stone on the premises. The total cost for this service is approximately $14,000.  Parishioners 
Jane McMilan and Sue Faulkner have graciously donated money to cover this expense. 
 
Senior Warden’s Report 
Bill Adams, in consultation with Paul Wilborn and Rev. Bill, has accepted the resignation of Bunny 
Johnson as treasurer/bookkeeper. Although Bunny has done a heroic deed in assuming both 
responsibilities, best practices recommend that the two jobs be separated.  The diocese also 
recommends the bookkeeper have no ties to the church and be responsible for paying bills, 
producing reports, and keeping records.   The Treasurer, by comparison, is a Vestry-elected position 
responsible for overseeing the bookkeeper and presenting financial reports to the Vestry.  As a result, 
Bill Adams is in the process of identifying a bookkeeper experienced with both Quick Books and 
church finance.  Final decision will be made following the church audit by Kevin Shahan CPA.  
Anticipated bookkeeping cost is approximately $150/month.   
 
Bill Adams suggested that, following the audit and bookkeeping hiring, the Vestry maintain the current 
financial report format. This will minimize confusion and create consistency in reporting from year to 
year. Bill Adams moved to maintain the current format.  This motion was seconded by Jan Sewall and 
unanimously agreed upon by the Vestry.  
 
Next scheduled vestry meeting is October 13 at 11:00AM in Hirst House.   
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:40 with a prayer.   
 
 
Respectfully submitted by Mike Watson, Clerk of the Vestry. 
With thanks to Mary Raring-Hart, who drafted these minutes from her meeting notes. 
 
The vestry approved these minutes at the October 13, 2019 meeting. 
 


